
TOOL KIT   

E-Waste: 
The proper disposal of Electronic Equipment 

 

 
DEFINITION: 
E-Waste is the term used to describe old, end-of-life or discarded equipment using electricity. It includes PCs, Laptops, 
Cell Phones, Telephones, Fax Machines, Copiers, Printer, Televisions, VCR/DVD/CD players, Hi-Fi sets, Radios etc. which 
have been disposed of by their original users. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
In California’s Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003, SB20, a funding system for the collection and recycling of covered 
electronic waste was developed.  This requires the collection of an e-waste recycling fee at the point of resale of covered 
products.  The state funded program allows qualified e-waste collectors and recyclers to cover their costs of managing e-
waste.  SB20 aims to limit the amount of toxic substances within electronics sold in California as well as provides 
incentive for properly discarding e-waste. 
 
At the beginning of the tech boom, few anticipated the unintended consequences that would follow. Rapidly changing 
technology and devices have improved the quality of life for millions around the globe. But the improper disposal of 
these electronic devices has also had devastating consequences on the environment and on the health and safety of 
workers and communities exposed to electronic waste. This has exposed businesses, schools and other organizations to 
environmental liabilities, data breaches, and damage to brand and reputation.  
 

BENEFITS 
Businesses should only use R2 and/or e-Steward certified vendors, ensuring they are meeting the highest standards of e-
waste regulations. 
 
e-Stewards Certification  http://e-stewards.org/ 
e-Stewards is a global team of individuals, institutions, businesses, non-profit organizations, and governmental agencies 
upholding a safe, ethical, and globally responsible standard for e-waste recycling and refurbishment. Their primary 
purpose is to prevent the export of illegal hazardous e-waste to developing nations and create a safe, green, and just 
world through sharing and using the principled and practical standard for electronics recycling and reuse.  The e-
Stewards Standard is the product of hundreds of person-hours by multiple industry leaders in the recycling, asset 
disposition, certifications, health, safety, and the environment sectors. 
 
BAN Certification  http://www.ban.org/ 
The Basel Action Network (BAN), a nonprofit dedicated to turning back the tide of toxins and waste to developing 
nations, launched the e-Stewards Pledge program. Over forty qualified electronics recyclers with one hundred locations 
across the US and Canada pledged to use only globally responsible, safe means to process electronic waste.  In 2006, 
BAN set aside efforts to transition the Pledge program into an independently audited certification program to focus on 
bigger, more holistic solutions. BAN wanted to create a voluntary e-waste recycling standard and partnered with the U.S. 
EPA-funded “Responsible Recycling” (R2) multi-stakeholder process. 
 
R2 Certification   http://www.call2recycle.org/r2/; 

http://e-stewards.org/
http://www.ban.org/
http://www.call2recycle.org/r2/


Businesses, school and other organizations when contracting with a Recycler or Broker need to make sure that the 
Recycler or Broker meets R2 Standards there by reducing their liability.   
The EPA has recognized the R2 Standard & Certification as a responsible recycling method of managing used electronics 
products (UEPs). R2 Certification ensures that third party auditors have examined all aspects of a recycler’s business, and 
that of their downstream vendors, to verify conformance to the R2 Standard. Entrusting your UEPs to R2 Certified 
companies that have taken the reasonable care to determine environmental compliance for their down stream, helps to 
protect your business, school and organization from Superfund liability.   
 
Key benefits of R2 and e-Steward/BAN certification and implementation: 

 Promotes safe and effective recovery and reuse of electronic equipment and materials 
 Guards downstream control of the recycling chain 
 Minimizes environmental and public health risks 
 Demonstrates compliance with domestic and international laws 
 Minimizes liability and encourages reduced insurance costs for recyclers 
 Assists original equipment manufacturers (OEM’s) with due diligence for their end-of-life electronics 
 Instills public confidence through certified third party review 

 
R2 California certified recyclers: 
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/electronics/Reports/ActiveParticipant.aspx?txtParticipantName=&txtCEWID=&chkRecycle
r=on&Mode=View  
e-Steward certified recyclers: http://e-stewards.org/find-a-recycler/  
 

END OF LIFE OPTIONS & SOLUTIONS for IT EQUIPMENT 
“E-waste”, “electronic waste”, “e-scrap”, “used equipment” and “end-of-life electronics” are terms often used to 
describe used electronics that are nearing the end of their useful life, and are discarded, donated or given to a recycler.* 
 
 *  http://www2.epa.gov/international-cooperation/cleaning-electronic-waste-e-waste 
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link to tables above: End of Life GBCSC tool kit.pptx 

 
CHALLENGES 
 
LIMITING YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY: 
Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation & Liability Act (CERCLA) which was enacted in 1980, 
the federal government is authorized to demand cleanup costs from all the companies that are deemed to have 
contributed to environmentally hazardous situations. Adhering to practices that were legal at the time does not provide 
immunity from future liability.  Improper disposal of electronics causes tremendous health and environmental hazards. 
Under CERLA (also known as Superfund), you are responsible for the safe handling of your decommissioned electronics 
throughout the entire chain of custody. Your responsibility doesn’t end when you transfer custody of your electronics to 
a recycler or broker. This leaves organization vulnerable to significant liability. 
 
Do you due diligence in researching a recycler by asking for information like: 

 Proof of Environmental Impairment or Pollution Legal Liability Insurance documentation 
 Downstream vendors 
 Do they provide formal tracking and/or certification of disposal 
 Do they have any violations or penalties from regulatory agencies 
 Ensure they accept business e-waste and not just household hazardous waste 

 

GBCSC MEMBERS ADOPTING THIS PRACTICE 
 Boise Paper     The Capital Group Companies, Inc.  

 CBS Corporation    Cintas 

 Hewlett Packard     Nestle Waters 

 Office Depot Inc.     Orange Unified School District  

 SeaWorld San Diego    UCLA Sustainability 

 U.S. Zero Waste Business Council   The Walt Disney Company 

 

file:///C:/Users/varelae.AUTH/Documents/My%20Documents/GBCSC%20aka%20SCSC/End%20of%20Life%20GBCSC%20tool%20kit.pptx


RULES & REGULATIONS 
California Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/EWaste/  
Senate Bill 50 (SB50) - Requiring the collection of a recycling tax 

 http://www.boe.ca.gov/sptaxprog/sb_50_bill_20040929_chaptered.htm  
CalRecycle – State of California website with dedicated resources and links to e-waste management. 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/electronics/whatisewaste/ 
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/Resources/default.htm  
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/RegInfo/default.htm  
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
http://www.epeat.net/about-epeat/  
https://sustainableelectronics.org/r2-standard 
http://www.nrdc.org/enterprise/greeningadvisor/wm-disposal.asp  
 

IN THE NEWS 
http://archive.ban.org/library/Whats_Wrong_With_R2.pdf  
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/11/21/3595508/att-electronic-waste-settlement/  
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